CHOYCE. 


Worthy of due Conſideration 


being a ' Fi Land-mark to all thoſe 
who have bcen toſſed to and 
fro in thele wayering 
T umes. 
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Remember from whence thou art fallen 


and Repent, and deg thy firfl workss, 
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T o THE READEFR, 


T 1s the garhe of this Age to 
guild che out-fide with faire 
pretences. Yet ( courteous Rea- 
der) take mee as J am, free from 1u- 
perhiciall ations : I bave a long time 
lived in this Sea of afflitions : and 
by theſe late Tempeſts have been dri- 
ven from my Harbour, to which I 
was wonted. I have found my Ship 
uncertaine ; the Cable being feeble z 
and in all my ſearch, and that no 
ſhort one, I never found a more ſure 
Pilot , then this ,Pradext ard Secure 
choye<. Take 1t, and throughly view 
it ; and I doubt not but ir will prove 
2 ſafe ballaſt to thee, asIT hope it will _; 
to mee; Containing all the Conteo: Fr 
verfies, moſt briefly and learnedly, be 
A 3 tweeld | 


y Fe To the Reader, 
recenc the Church and the Apoſtate 
F members. Make it thy owne, and I 
doubr not - but thou wilt returne 
thankes to God. I had thonght to 
have male a larger Preface ; . but that 
had beene, ro have lighted a candle be- 
fore the Sunne, which obſcureth the 
Qcarres ; wherefore pardon, 


- 
"3 
= % 


Thy moſt aff ettonate 
Friend, 


then her fuxthig el al 1 
A PRUDENT And? 


Secure choyce of Belicte, 


T O 


HIS DEARE PROTESTANT. 
FRIEND. 


Sr. 
IJ [ace it hath pleaſid Grd to put & 
period to the, DONS prefeſſed 
wo R eli9104 of this Natiton , ard 
that by Authboritie of Par 1a aaNr 2 
me thinkes you fland at a 284e what to 
reſolve , eſpecrally obſerving nhat 4 
lomohter :t b: th hatched, aewer fea 
they 4, watt the fern con thereof: 
Tow kb, ww that noibing £471 be of | gredter 
erafgr tance then the proteSon of a tru | 
'R eligi0n , th "ue b& little appren. M84 "Ly E. 
ſuch ay viſe mv rg her en fente 
4/3 {oyell. 617 peciall {i} Z// t9-( » (can 8/985 
£97f#ſiass, where Trath mey jecme more » 
A 4 exs ods. ;f 


F * To hisdeare Friend. 
"Excoſably decl ings what: bath bgene my 
cleare and peaceavie reſolution in the 
aiftemners give mee Jeaye tn lgue and 
friendſhip, to communicate, by theſs few 
Papers, to Jour felf's rhoſe H #pprne(ſe [ 
tender as my owns : aſſured that if you | 
peruſe them with diligence and fincere 
love of Truth in this more thes ever, 
you [ball experience me, 


Your true Friend 
and Seryant, 7 


H, G. 


WW > "V WW. I. IWR97 
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CLOSES S 
A 
PRVDENT AND 


SECYRE CHOICE. 


0 3 
* 


© W435 


The Oueftion ſtated upon Smppefitions pru- 
dently not queſtionable. 


1, $8488 Suppolc firſt, That eur bleſſed 
"*< 7 5® Sayiour , bcins to depart in 
-»< J vilible preſence from this 

' World , his laſt care was to 
: Frevy leaye his Church proyided ef 
{uch as ſhould -ſuſficiently Teach , Goyerne, 


' andadyanceir. To whom and their Succeſ- 


ſors for that purpoſe , hee promiſed his eſpe- 
ciall aſſiftance and prote&ion to the end of -- 
the world. As my Father ſent mee ſo f ſend 
J0u, Joh. 20, = 21, Going into the whole 
world 


[2] 
world Preach the Goſpell, Mark, 16. Here 
wee ſee the 'Apoitiecs commiſſion not onely 
to goe As being ſent, bur alſo to lend others 
their ſucceflors with the like Authority to be 
ſucceſhyely delivercd, fince the Apottles, in 
their owne perions could not goe into the 
whole World. Lipecially, it by tre whole 
world, wee undecttand both place,. and time 
to the end thereof, That allo be lefr ample 
pawe: for the perict Government of the lame 
Church, that of Saint Math, 3. delerveth 
elpeciall conſideration : All pawer ts given to 
mee in heaven and im th gormg there fore 
reach all Nations, Where : avirg {aid all 
Power is given to mee, Hee pre'eatly prac- 
tiieth and giveth h the like, laying 7 ing there- 
fore, &2, Moreoyer, taat wee inzy know 70s 
thing 15 wanting to the perpecuall goycrnment 
of kis Church , and that aftly 't. nay. be 
aftured to be direSted, net io much: oy h umMonc 
induftry, as by the Spirit of (509, ke promiied, 


Job. 14. And ] will pray my Fa ther and hee 


\ 


«+ will eve you agother Comforter , that hee 


may abide with you for cycr, the Spirit of 
Truth. 
2: 
Iticahnot be denyed, but. the!e places ta- 
5a together enforce an emigent, perpetuall, 


alas 
C3 44 . 


and infallible authority of Chrifts Church x 


. to the end of the World ; it net, what Text 


T7 


for they are to be underſtood as they lye or 
not, it they ate, then there 15 a Church con- 
ſtantly governing in a Spirit of Truth, even 


15 there, that may not malicioufly be wreſted 
to a ſtrange ſenſe, by Tongues lounding no= 
thing more facredly , Then Scripture ;, wit= 
nefle the times experience. 

Thus all Sectaries , chouga contrary a» 
mong them themlelvyes , avouch for their 
undoubred warrant holy Scripture z when it 
is evident their Proofes are not out of Scrip- 
ture , but our of their private Judgements, 
It muſt then bc confefled hard to conyince 
any thing by Scripture alone ; Not for that 
it containeth not all neceſlary Truth, and 
inſtruction to Salyation, but becauſe follow- 
ing private judgements, wee may erre in 
the ſenſe thereot, | 


2. 

J ſuppoſe there is a Viſible Church "v5. J«< 
that beareth the true markes of Chriſt's Nous 
promiſed Providence converting Nations } | 
knowne throughout all the World, re- 
nowned for continuall Succeſſion , knit in 
Unity, adorned with unanimous conſent. of 
DoeGtors in 811 Nations, maintained by Coun- 


cels, 


4 :»&#7 3 
wh 


[4] 


cels; hated by all ,- though diſagreeing: Sec- 
taries, beautified with mukitudes of Holy 
men, enriched with glorious Martyrs ; fi- 


nally Profeſſing and teaching all Chriſtian 


picty ;- that juſtly it may be ſaid, Here 5s the 
finger of GOD, this the light here, Gad 


tpcaketh to the world, in one and the ſame 


voyce, by Chriſt, and bis Apoſtle , and ſuc- 
ceeding Church , not adif-jeaynted by. dam- 
ble Decrines : tor what Age of men 


could to con!pire with uniforme Contradi- 


Ftion to their venerable Predeceſſours , and 
to their owne ruine, imbrace Errours hard 
to nature ? Or, how could a tew be Jo-pre- 
walent , as by degrees to ſeduce the whole 
WW o:1d, and that without note ! Sooner may 
the cenſurers be ſuſpected of miſtake. and the 
4 hurch judged better able to juſtifye their 
queſtioned Doctrines,then theſe na: dilproved, 
£9 OYCITACOW 10. 


Fourthly, | ſuppoſe, what Truth: it (clte 
denouncech Mark,16. Hee that will not be- 
tieve (hall be damned. This {entence doutt- 


lefle extends to 8ll diſcbelicfe of the Goſpell} 


ſufficiently propoſed, for before he laid, going 
ewto the World preach the Goſpell. Which 1s not 


- onely kis Returrection ( though it was pro- 
nounced 


Ts] 


"nounced by- eccaſion of doubt made, thereof ) 
but many thinges which hee had to lay to "5 
g- | them, which then they could not beare away. 

an | Hcweycr no Chriſttan will deny, but the dil- g5 {4} 
be © Þbelcit of Gods word 1s demnable, and this af . 
od | ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe, Hence ic A ” 
me | followeth, that ainovgft eifterent Opmicns 
xc- | cencerning the {ame Scripture.that part is leffe 
m- | ſecure that denyeth, tince for Dii-ocliet, dam- 
jen | nation is denounced, not for belicf. 

di- 5 + 

nd Fifthly, j Suppoſe, as cenſequent to 
ard | what is faid, That it any Article commonly 
re- Þ believed, be judged hard by any private man 
ale | (and what prime article of Beliete is nor 
aay | bare? ) It is not ſecure for him to condemne 
the Þ it. relying only upen humane reaſon, though 
weir | joyned with private interpretation of Scripture 
( for hee may with the ſame breath deny 
all Myſteryes) and the moft hee can bring 1s 
but « ſhew of Probability not different from 
elfe | Ariazs and ether confefled Heritickes : con- | 
be- | {equently infufficicyt to diſprove the contrary 42 
ibt- | profeſſed Belief , thovgh it be ſuppoſed but 
pclly probably proved eut of hely Scripture. Bur ke 
ing | muſt produce cleare Scripture ; witkout ad- 
not dition R diminution k ſuppoſition, Or 1inter- 
Yo- | pretaticn ; ſince theſe axe ſubje&t to doubr, 
iced and 


« Þ 

" & 
ae 
\ 


Þ 


I. 


4 


il i 6 ] 
and conſequently in danger of leading into 


X dii-beltetc. 


6. 
Sixthly, for my purpeſe, ] require of Diſ- 
44 54S>bclicyers onely, an acknowledgment of a 


fe morall * Pro. 
A Here ( Reader ) miſtake not bability, | in the 


the Author, tor wicreas in many p 
FS As placcs he aſech the terme, Pro. Prove, Belci- 
2; Dans bable, hee takerh them not for yers bring out 
tad an Tecre Probabilities, bur. for in« g&f he - 
fallibie I ruths, But oF iving thee ei ly derp 

KLSLS the | longer end of the ſtaffe, hee fe 2 0. SO 

+L<D " defareth ne more of thee, cannot be de- 
I: nied to an an- 


World, agreeing in one, without any altera- 
tion Cy! :dently proved. 


Finally, obſerve 6 the Chriſtian world 
is for the moſt part divided igto Belicyers and 
04 disbeclievers : believers rely on Gods cternall 

Ih | declared by his Church, the moſt im- 

F parnall: interpreter of hiz Word, not looking 
"So much upon the hardaeſlc of the thing pro- 
y, poi as the propolall ; which if it fayle in 
one, all may be doubted, if it be ſufficient to 
ſigone, all one; it allo warranteth all , being 
Fqually the ſame to. all Dubclicyers are of 
ING TY diycrs 


» * 


ticut Church , conlifting of Ceuncels , and + 
Learacd men in all parts of the Chriſtian | 


| l k 

[71 
divers ſorts, pretending Scripture, but accor- 
' ding to their privace Opinions ; hence it is that 
they agree in little mere then oppoiing Be- 
' heyers. 


$. , 
Theſe Grounds tuppoled prudently not-_. [7 

queſtionable : the queft.on is amoBg all Re- $4 U 1 
ligious, which is lecurcly to be cnoſen? J CE | 
anlwer The Aunticnt belicying : becaute- it 3 g | 
muſt be ſuppolcd at Icaſt to haye Probable FF 
proofes out of Scripture and to. concaine nof : 
hurt, in which cale che Belicte is juftified, 2 il-af 
belicyers though their grounds be a5 probable Ze ay 
as thoſe of the Arians , yet they are in danger, path & | 
becauſethey dil-belieye; accordirg :© this rule g- 
all particular Points centroyertcd are-cafly 
and cleerly proved : a” | 
For Example. P - 


' 1 


CHAT, 3, 

9, The reall preſence of C brif.s bedy and - 
blood in the Sacrament of ony Lords Sup- LS 

per #s ſecnrely believed, with danger go gl i 


denyed, go E- 


. o £ 
1" NP 2, LCM 
O juſtifie this Belief, wee have firſt the I Cat 
L werds of Chrift promiſing Jok».6. My 2 8 
fleſh is truly meate, and my bleed w triilynsgl 
3 ro Ariuk ew "- 


£- Contra be 


o 


: 


- F . <> © 
" + oF _ 


& + (aihatits 
F ; drinks, be that eateth my fleſh,c+c, He thar, 
* V\ contrarie to the Auntient Church, will not 


"4d 4 


» a, ebeclieyerhis of the reall fleſh of Chrift in the 
+4. Sacrament, induced by thele obſcurewords. 
"© The Spirit giveth lite, the fleſh profiterh no- 
thing ; expoleth himſelte to danger of Dif. | 
beliefe with the Zewes, and blaſphemie : ſince 
verl. 56. Itis fayd, be that eateth my fleſhy, aud 
drinkath my blood, awelleth in mec and F in f 
him. And St. Paul. Coleſ. 1. Tow which | 
wer in times paſt f rangers and enemies, (5g. | 
bath bee now reconciled in the body of his fleſh, [1 
through death, to make you holy : How then [ 
can theſe words, The fleſh oth uothine. | 
without danger be underftend of the Aeſh of 
Chriſt ? Is it not prefit. ro vs, that Chriſt 
dwelleth in us, and wee 1n him ? That wee | 
are reconciled in the body of his {1:(11' ? | 1 
I ©. |t 
A Secondly, wee: have the words of Chrift | 


3: performing : Thw is my body, fake, eate, doc - 
Fr this cc. Which word*, if wee wreſttroa the f 
v Be laine received', to a hgurative fenſe, wee I 
LES EEE muſt bring cleere Scriprure for- it; elle our ( 


- Interpretation is dangerous, denying lo cleare; [y 
and high 2 myftety of Faith, upon! Rumane F | 
Motives onely, » t] 


Thirdly, wee haye the teftinrony*of $, 
 Panl, 


 Faxl, x Cor.xx, If theſe places be ebſcure 3 © 


{cart, under the formes of Bread and Wine, © +: 4 


> 9 vo 


£ © 


wee bave beſides the cenlent of Nations, for # 
Thouſaud five hundred yeares , without, 
Botorious contradiction . Ts A 
Finally, in Beliefe and Practice there is fig 644 $2 
impiery , but praiſe | and honour to Chriſt, wy 
who upos prudent grounds is ſuppeſed pre- * 


- © 
# 


aſterthe words of Conlecration pronounced in 
the pet rion of Chriſt : he is received with 
Reyecence, love, Sankfulnetle. and hvely re- 
|memb:ance of his Sacred paſſion , &&c, For 
'det nya 2]l of this Beleite, wee hayc but ſmall 
{Authority , not one Cleare teſtimony of 
Scripture, 
It. 


| Only it may be objeRed, That if Chriſt be 
| not under thoſe formes of Bread and Wine, « 
tl cre is danger of Jdolatry. 14S * 
| The centrary is manifeſt : for Idolatry "= 
#ivcth divine werſhip to a Creature, chog-. = = 
ng luch ,a.creature, or thing for Ged; but ra, 
Belcivers adore, not Bread,gor Wine, ger any * 
Creature but Chriſt, God and Man, whom- 
[upon invincible Groundsthey ſuppoſe pre=* 23 " 

lent Sacramentally,. who in caſe he were het W% 
here, yer. Chriftiang adore him, and not the. an 
Bread, . 3K 
. B Lnop. 3 


7 
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Know therefore, that Adoration conſfifteth 
of outward reyerence, conjoyned with in- 
teriour as of Body and Soule, | 

The outward is indifferent to God and 

- >, Creatures, the interiour joyned with it, makes *' 

T 445 the difference; Exteriour reverence applicd 

us ay our intention co 2 temporall Lord, 1s but 

4«- 2 Civill worſhip ; the ſame 2pylicd by our 1n- 

© cx gft tention to a Saint , as a Creature highly in 

1 Gods fayour, is & Righer degree vf hogour, them 

. the former ; yet Within the limits of Wor- 

flip, inferiour to the worſhip of God. 

i It is likewiſe applicd by our Intention, to 

| Cod our Cr-ator and Saviour ; thus it is per- 

q' fe&t Adoraticn, due only to God : whence 

| our adorations are diſtinguiſhed only by our 

knowledge and eftceme ofthe obje& 2dorcd. 

Hee rhe that beleiyeth that Chriſt is con- 

flop Sacramentally under the formes of 
Sa Bread and Wibe, may ſecurely adore, ſince his 

doration, proceeding from his Belief, by it 
ransfecreth the outward aQ from all Crea- 

Bag=tures, and direteth it to Ged, eyen in caſe ift 
6647 4 isimmedaate belcif, hee ſhould poffibly be 

noe {uppoled miftaken There remaineth no 

rag” danger then in the Beleif, but much in the 


Lage deny3ll; Hee ba; wilk not hulieve, cc, 


Wer £ 


po 
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CHAP. 3. 


12. The Sacrifice of Maſſe i ſeturely b 
lieved, dangerouſly denied, 


Aﬀle is a compleate performance of that | 


1 Command : Dos this in remembrance 
of mee, Luk,22. Wherein by the Preiſt, pray- 
er9 are {aid for the Church , the holy Scrip- 
ture is read : all the parts 8nd Ceremonies 
thereof repreſent the life and paſſion of Chriſt ; 
who by me2ncs of thoſe words, protounced 
in his Name, Hoe eff corpus mens, is duly 
oftfeced in Sacrifice, to the honour of God and 
profit of k1s Church. Whence Faith, Grati- 
tude, and love to our Redeemeris daily re- 
newed, and the kKnowne Prophecy of alas. 
chap.1. fulfilled ; From the rifing of the 


Sunne, to the going downe ofthe ſame, my + 
Name is great among the Gentiles, and in. _. 
every place a pure oblation is Sacrifized and p 
cffered ro my Name, according to augcient. 


3nd common tranſlation. Thus the Church 
alwayes from the Apoſtles taughc and prac- 


ticed, Sccurely ] follow it; It is dangerous to .. 


deny it, 


-AA C I 2 
: [12] 


FL ; | CHAP. 4. 
| 2 13. Sarramentall confeſſion and Abſolu- 
[= SA tim are ſecurely pratt i[ed. 


/ 


Ere a Chriſtiat, after due examination 
of his Conſcience, with heartly forrow 
tor his ſinnes. and purpoſe co amend ( which 
acts are neceflarily required ) contefleth his 
fins, 2nd expecteth Abſolution by the Mini- 
ſtry of an approved Prieft, what danger can 
there be in this ? The Jewes charged Chriſt 
of blaſphemy , Saying ; who can forgive 
: ſexes but God ? Agaigſt Chriſt they [1n2cd, 
ſt denyirg bima to be God, which jinne hee 

. Chaſtized by miracle. /Aath.g. 
Secondly. not belecying a Power given 
to mak te forgiyc (finnes - this allo he bla- 
med; And that you may kzew , that the 
Sonne'of man hath Authority in earth to for- 
give ſimnes, &c, Andthe multitude glorified 
God who hd given ſuch Authority to men ; 
to his Apoſtles, Jobr.22. Hee fairb, Receive 
yer the. holy Ghoft , whole ſignes yee remit, 
. they are remitted to them, whoſe, fnacs yee 


Rf ſeeyer yee ſhall bind on earth ſhall be bound 

{:; "if henyeb fand: whatſoeyer yec ſhall looſe 
on eatth;thall be leeſed in keayen, * 3 

x ivy © Oueſtion- 


lt 


. * % 


{ 
P * 


e 


retatks they 3re,retained, Aſarh, 18, What- 


w—__ —w__ — 


{ - 


L 


13. as hee F - © 
| hg” 
Dueſtionleſſe, the prime ſcaſe of theſe UT 

words inaports « power given to men to for | 

give ſinncs ; nothing they is preſumpruoulily * 

believed bur reccived as 2 zercilull prviledge, 

, left by Chrift to his dearly redeemed Church. | " 

Ig eppetition, } find no Scripcure ; bur 
only admirations of a tew denyers 1n com- | 
pariſon of the Believers, though they deny 
not, but temporall Princes may give Com- 
miſliom to ſubje&s , to forgive Treaſons 
again themlelyes dangerous then 1s their 
deniall, 


LE 


: CHAP, 5» 
Seewrely wee beleive one Church, vnder - 
4 2/*2--K 
one Head thereof. Sa 
5 a; 
I4. Eceffaric it is, in one Family ohe 
Miſter, in one <.itry one Major, , 44, 


in enc Company ene Capraine, in one Army ga» 
one Generall, in en< Common-wealth one £ 
State, in one Kingdome one King. And cag** 
ic beare any colour of offeace, to Helieve thar Ui 
in the moſt perfe& Commonewealrh,inftituted 7... 4 
by Chrift , there ſhould be one fl-ck underg 
one Paſtor ? wt fiat unum ovile ot unus PatariToule 
W here there are two , not ſubordinate Fawe 
Goyeinements, there 1s not one Common- 


B 


$. 
n . - 
v ” 


- 
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- wealth, and two -peaceable goyerning Kings, 
argue two Kingdomes, where then 1g Chriſ- 
_  tians wee find divers Spirituall governments, 
- * "ot ſuberdinate ; wee muft acknowledge 
divers Churches , yet wee all fayin one 
Creed, delivered by the Apofiles, conforma- 
ble to what Chriſt premiſed, 7 belicve the 
,. *boly Catholique Church. Not one if not 
” * _ Tubordinate to one viſible head, who as hee 
' ordained a viſible Church, ſo he ordained a 
' viſible Paſtor, That there may be made one 
| flocke and one Paſtor, Neceffary for the 
preſeruation of Unity , ard decent Confor- 
mity, withott which no Common-wealth is 
perm aCnt. 


Ty. 

- - I find this no where yerified but in the 
"O fucceflors of Peter, and the Church adhering 
"_ to them, cleerely promiſed, Math. 16. 
2: verſes, They art Peter, aud vpon this rocke 
os will 7 build my Charch , aud the Gates of 
©2n-* + Hell ſhall met provaile ag ainft it. 
It Behold one rocke, one Church, and that 
= _ permanent, againſt all aſſaults : now knowne 
La, + by its fingular Conftancy , in the middeſt of 
- »- +- continuall affaults, [ohn, 21. To Peter 
*, Chriſt {aid, Feed 'my ſheepe ; which words 
1 ” %* imply the office of a Paſtor ; that is, wot onely 

"2h - © 


te 
| 
V 
1 
tl 
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co provide nouriſhment, but alſs to Goyerbe- 

and defend, without which it were got cam- 
leat. 

That alſo thele words were ſpoken to _ 

Peter only, and conlequently only to his ſuc» 54 0 - 
| Cefflors ; lr 15 maniteſt by that three- fold In-,am , 
terregation, Simex Peter loueſt thou mce? $ ho 
Eſpecially when hee added, More then thele, 
W hereby he excluded the reſt of his Apoſtles, 
To which when Saint Perer bad antwered, 4 
that he loued him. Chriſt replyed to hin 
fingularly ; Feed my ſhrepe. That is, the ſu- 
preame dignity of Paftorihip and V icegeren- 
Cy J Live you, requireck a fifgular love, ant” 
as you loye mee, ſo be a true Paſtor in my 
Church. 

Grant that by probable arguments all ſaid + , 
may appcare not eyident, I will not diſpute + +, 
it ; yet the common yoyce of the World fo *«» 7 
long continued , expreſſed allo in the Creeds,"\* wal 
may juſtifie the Belicyers of one, holy Catho- 4 * 
lique, and Apoſtolique Church : and not F** ® 
one, unlefle in one belief under one ſupreame * * 
viſible Geyergour ; whom {ſuch as rejeRt out 
of a perſwaſian , that they need. none, but 
Chriſt; make many Churches diſagreeing in 
confuſed Beliefes , eyery one equally chal- 
Izngins Canis r for theix Goyernour,; 

B 4 lacure- 


[16] 
Keurely theh one Church under ene viſible 
Paſtor is believed ; but with danger denied : 
Hee that will not belcive tke Catholique 
Church, be char heareth you heareſh mee, he 
that diſpiſeth you diſpileth mee &c. | 


C- H A P, HG. 
1E, Secarely wee commend our ſelves to 
the interceſſion of Saints. 


Oe O juſtifie this, it is ſufficient if wee prove 
_ $6 it conforrzzble to reaſon, and no injuric 
Kin de!® Chrift. Saint Pan commended- himlelte 
> andy £0 thc prayers of Chriſtians ; what muſt be 

| an{wercd in his excule will ſecure vs, lince 
aca wee oce te Saints, as Interceſiors, not as 
E247 Givers, and fo truly goeto Chrift. You ſay 
SEP” Saints cannot heare us. How know you 
ns this ? Not by Seriptwre, Ic witnefieth that 
Tmany Prephers ſaw objeRs, rot only abſenr, 
"2. ©. but not exiſtent untill many hungred yeares 
PYLNS: their time, egly by Divine inſpiration, 
and ſhall wee now dey this to Saitts in- 


"Joying God face to face ? Nor by reaſon : 


thete might be ſome diſficultie ; yet fince their 
hearing 19 underſtanding, which is indifferent 
to conceive objects, as well abſent as pre- 

8 (eat, 


for if their ' hearing were by corporall eares, Þ 


\ 


> a 


) 


ſent; this difficultic is vaine, ſince ' wee kawyy 
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riot how our foule urderftands, nor kow eur 
eycs lee, or cares heare z What hindereth 
then, but chat ſecurely I may belieye it, 


CHAP.7. 


17. What 5s Secure concerning the ma» 
king and worſhipping of 


[mages. 


Or a fafe reſolution in this Point, it is +{k 
necefary. £0 <9 
Firſt, to declare, what manner of Worfhip a4 
is pretended due to Images ; and for''Ex- @FE 
ample, ] will diſcourſe et the Image of a-yju 
CHRIST Cricified , whereby it will ap-4&T a3 
peare, what with proportion may be {aid SFFT 
of the ret, The Worfhip then protend P 
lawfull, tendeth not to the Image , out ef #47 F-- 
apptehenſion of Nivinity therein contained; Ci 
but onely out of a Faith in CyRisT4 ref ; 
reſented and imagined to us- by that Image,© La 
that is, believing C ur1sT repreſented | 
it in. manner as the once 'Viſtibly appeared, Je 
worthy of all honour., which by kis 1- 
mage, as kis repreſentative., I give him 
Wi henee . evident it is, Firſt, thaxg by inch 
worſhip CyrisT is immediately meg 


pe 


4 


Is at 
ped; that is , for Himſelfe, and his PiQure 
encly foc him , both morally one abjeR of 
the worſhip k 

Secondly, that no horour dueto G O D 
3s transferred to a Creature, ſince Ged is 
onely truly Worſhipped for himlelfe, and 
no Creature religioufly worſhipped, but for 
G OD. | 

Thirdly, that whatfoeyer honour exteri- 
our er 'intcriour , tendeth toward the I- 
naage , is not forit,, mor refteth there (as in 

©  caſc of Jdolatry) but by our Faith, and in- 
teriour reyerencs is transferred to Curisr, 
for whom and to whom it is exhibited. 

A Since therefore perfect Worſhip confiſteth 

 * © bothin interiour, and exteriour ats conjoy- 

Lb ag ncd; the interiour giving life, and the very 

2% 3 of worſhip to the exteriour , the inte- 

> a> Tour reſpefting Chriſt for himlelfe, and the 

5, Jmage, oncly for CuRIsST ; Jmage-werſhip 

** »<; differeth infigitely from Jdolatry, In a 

WP 4, werd, the worſhip here in queſtion , 1s on- 

+ +1y. &n outward honour toward the Jmage, 

\ ; proceeding from an outward reyerence to 

+ #- CayrtsT repreſented. As St, Mary Mag- 

-. .._- daley worſhipped Chrift as Man , out of a 

_ | beliefe of the Divinity in bim, or rather as 

' - - .Jome worſhip theis Communion for the re- 

ts lation 
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{ation it hath to Cn RIsT, by their Belief: 
So in like manner, worſhip given to Jmages, 
is for the cognexion they haye with Chrift 
hinſelfe, 


+ 4 


The Oueſtion then i , whether the warſhip 


of Jmages thus underflioed , bee law- 
full ? 


1s. Ccerding tothe new Tranſlation of 
our Expg/sſþ Bibles , the negative 
part againſt the Belieyers ſeemerh juftified, 
Exod.2o, Expreſly forbidding beth making 
and worſhipping any Jmage whatſoever, | 
But this Tranſlation 18 eyidently falſe, ** $2 
unlefle is meane Jmages with relation to * 3.4 
Jdelatry ; For in the Law, what is forbidden "ha 
to be worſhipped, is alſo forbidden to bee ig, ©: f 
made. Thoy ſhalt wot make ts thy ſclfe, ner g ahh 
Wer(hip : But the Law ferbiddeth not Jma- Ft 
ges to be made, as it appeareth by the Jma- Za 
ges in the Temple , and Cherubims eyer the CERT 
Arke , the brazen Serpent, Namb. 21. Kings 
lib. 1. Chap. 6.wverſ. 23, 27, 29. ( acearding * »l 
to the Engliſh tranſlation) Lyons, Oxen,&c. I * 
1 Kings, chap.7. verſ.29, Then likewile, ic, 0 
forbiddeth net ſmage-worfbip. Favage then © 6+ 
is @ falſe Tranſlation , wnlefle x be, utders* 3% 
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[20] 
ſtood with relation to Idolatry , thets it 
maketh nothing againſt the uſe of Juaages 
deelared, 

Moreover, wee haye manifeſt warrant in 
holy Seripture, beth for the making and 
wor{hipping of Jmages , mot recencilcable 
with oo Law, it underſtvod as the new 
Tranſlations imporr. 

+ y- The Propher Davrd texcherh, Adore the 
8 Py foot- ftoole of ewr Lord, for hee is boly. Was 
2/ 7 ig nettne Arkea creature ? Yet becagle God 
” is holy, whoſc foot-iivolcit was, it was jud- 
gcd worthy to be worſhipped. 

, Laf{ Joſpna chap. 7. Fell proftrate before the 
4 LArke : whatdid kee leile chen is required in 
p 6 : the worſhip of Images ? Oc did he breake 
: ods Command ? | 
AI | Weeread, Exod. 3. 28. Gewe/.18. Fol. + 
"14. Apoc. 5. and in other places, How the 
Se gholy Prophets adore! GOD in Images, or in 
Caet Angels repretentizg his Perion , proftrating 
We themiclyes before them, and though their 
Mtentien was directed to God ; yet their 
. « outward at of worthip was direQted to thole 
S ſcnfible apparitions, or Jmages repreleating 
ed to their Imagitations; wherein they 
conceived God as repreſented , and thoſe | 


. 
* 
's 


Raves Epeclenting God morally one object, 
& ©. {<4 CA +» 4%. 514 | in 
CON Gur. t& Hun ay 
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in the ſame manner ; as it happeneth in the 
honour of Jmages , and in the werſhip. of 
the figurative Communion. 


1 9. 

Finally, it is maniteſt, by the end of the 
Law ; that Jdolatry, not Jmage-worſhip-is 
forbidden ; which was, that the - honour of 
G OD ſhould bee unyiolably kept , by gi- 
vying Divine worſhip onely to-him :; There- 
fore 1h the beginning hce laid, 7 am 7 Lord 
God. thog ſhalt have 19 other Gods before me. 
The reaſon alto hee added , why they ſhould 
make no Idols; Por } am thy Lord God, 4 
jealous God; That is, make to thy ſelfe no- 


thing for thy GOD; for]. am thy= 


God. | | 

Jmages, ] have proved were Commag- 
ded ; therefore Jmages as declared, eppeſe 
not Gods honour , conſequently are not for- 
bidden , elſe wee mult prove a manifeſt con- 


tradition in the Law. Thus thereceived uſe -* 
of Jmages is juftified , and not- to bee.cryed 
dowye by new Diſ-believers, whoſe - dan- 


ger is apparent, untill they bring | eyident 
proofes, TE 

It may be objefted, that fince, Jdolatry 
hath beene begun:, and maintained; by Jma- 
ge3:; 44d fince met axe prone: to.:apply 


them- 
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ehemſelyes moſt to Cerporall objects , the 
ſecure way 15 to abandon Jmages, at the 
leaſt in Churches. | 

This is ſpoken without Law or reaſon ; 
Law there can be none brought, fince,not 
Jmages, bur Jdols, were the beginning of J- 
dolatry. Jmages ] haye proyed warranta- 
ble in boly Scripture. 

Nor Reaſon; for whetcas an Jdoll re- 
preſenteth nothing belides it ſelfe, and fo is 
worſhipp'd without any farther relation ; 
an Jmage repreſenteth a truc objec, diſtin& 
frem it ſelfe ; therefore moyeth a man to a 
reverence, propertionable to the object re- 
preſented. 

Whence in reaſon , an Jdoll eccafionet!; 

dolatry, not repreſenting any tarther obje&, 
whether our thoughts and honour may be 
trafisferred ; when an Jmge of a true ob- 
je&, neceflarily draweth our minds and reye- 
rence to ſomething beſides it ielfe. So that 
aske any fmple Belieyer , whether hee pray 
tothe Jmage, or put any confidence in it, ke 
will aafwer, No. Aske him againe , when 
he is kneeling before a Piture , with his cyes 
fixcd on it , whether he direQs his Prayer ? 
He will anſwer to God , or ſorue Saint re- 
preſented , wheſc_interceffion bes defireth. 

W hat 
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What hurt is in this ? 
St, Mary Magdalen proftrated her ſelfe, 
kiffed and bathed with her teares the feet of 
Curis r , what juftified that a& ? Bur 
the union which thole Sacred feet have with 
his Divinity , which yet ſhe ſaw not, but 
apprehended by Faith ? Theugh berweene 
Chrift and his Piture, there be net fo im- 
mediate, yet there is a morall cennexion 
{ufficiegt to termine ofie morall a& of Ado- 
ration, Securely then J honour CuxnisrT 
and his Jmage as one morall obje&t ; there- 
fore cannot difhkonour the Pi&ture without 
danger of diſhonouring the Protot ypom. 


Cuaxre, 8. 


25. The like ſeenrity t ſhewed in all 
other Articles believed int 
generall. 


WYE can doubt, but that Purgatory, WY 
Free-will, Merit of good workes, Jas 4 
by the grace of Ged; Tradition, Indulgen- YN 
ces,&c. are probably proved by Belieycrs ; '* | 
That allo the Belief centaineth mo hurt 3. '. - 4% 
ſecurely then they are belffyed. Probability ' -*'. 
alſo is the moſt Disbelieyers can Challenge ; 2 
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utifufficieat to ſecure thein , ſince the contra- 
ry may. bz true and obliging: to. Baliefe ; 
for though they produce feeming places of 
Scripture , obſcure Authority of auntjent Fa- 
thers , cndleſſe reafſonings , and, dilpures ; 
fatisfaory to tew , they cani convince no 
more, eyen in their owne. judgements, then 
a ſhew of Probability , which all , though 
contradiftory, equally pretend, 

If then there appeare no harme, but pre- 
bability in the Belicfe, Disbelicyers are in 
dagger , being nearer to that lenrence. Hee 
that, .will not Believe (hall bee condems- 
"A, 


Whcrefore, if any endeavour to diſprove 


: any ſuch Point of beliete , by Scripture, 


Reaſon, or Authority ; unleſle they bee fo 
evident that they ſuffer no . Interpretation, 
or ſolution. ( which is not poſſible ) ] reject 
them As impettinent , and proying ai in- 
fufhcient Probability , which to prevent end- 
lefle Contention J grant , and the-moft.chat 
ean He-cxpe&ted. But, withall askes , whe- 
ther they. can deftly, but that the contrary 
Beliefe, is apparcntly proved by great Aus 
therity , aud probable places of Scripture : 
ey teſt gra mt "Y 

, Whence 'it muſt needs follow , ;That to 
Sd Belicyc 


"tt + 
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Belieyc is ſecure , and to deny is eyidently 
dangerous. 

Hence that Security which ſome Pe 
is manifeſtly proved to be yaine. 

They ſay, God obligeth not men te im- 
poſſidilities , ſince then at leaf , the yulgar 
fort of people cannot diſccrne thoſe diflecen- 
ces wherein Learned men dilagree; cachone 
may ſecurely reſt. in that hee hath 'beene 
taught, believing his Creed,c7c. 

It wee rely onely upon Arguments out 
of Scripture , the probabllicy of the Belicyer 
1s onely Secure , which is evident notwith- 
Randirg the difpurable Differences bee not 
diſcernable « for who cannot diſcertie a dif- © 
ference betweene Believing and Disbelic- 
ving, which thaugh they have cquall ar- 


ouments, yet they cannot bce equally 'Se- * 
cure; Probability onely ſecuring Belicf, 

But that diſcourle cleecly convincerh the 3 
neceſfity of a Church, as a living rule; ee 
God obligeth us not ts impeſſibilities, buc 
it is impoffible for many to judge between 
the monſtrous difterences of private mens in- 
terpretations of Geds word ; Therefore hee® 
obligeth us fiot to'the beliefe of his Word ® 
upon that accompt : but hath provided: a 


E Church, 
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[26] 
Church , which for that end hee proteRteth, 
as is before fhewed, Numb. 1.3. Which we 

ofeſſe to Believe, when wee ſay ; F be. 
lieve. the holy Catholique Church : Suffici. 
ent as ] will prove to guide us in our Be- 
heſe, it there had beene no Scripture writ- 
re, | 


CHAP, 9. 


Grant to Disbelievers probability of 
Reaſon, yet their danger 


Cert aine. 


12. _—_ may thinke that this diſcourſe 

proyeth Believers ſecure, but not 
that Disbelieycrs are in danger, if they be 
ruled according to the meanes and capaci- 
ty © OD hath given them, and that ſuch 


'* are not obſtinate denyers of Truth , conſc- 


quenely {ecure, | 

] grant.chat invincible Tenorance may ex- 
cuſe disbelieyers, as fuch, from ſinne ; yet 
it followeth not that finall Diybeliefe 
( chough invincible ) can conlift with grace 
neceſſary to Salvation ; but this ] diſpute 
not, nor againſt theſe; but ſuch as doc or 
may 


—— MM... oo ac fo. 


(374 
may diſcerne a difference betweene Belizfe 
and Disbeliefe, and who may ſe; that the 
R grounds of Belief are at [caſt probable, and 
" *F- the practice harmleſle, 

Notwithſtanding, advetiture upon the de- 
nying part , moyed only by the ſame mo- 
tives, which they muſt ſuppoſe ia confefled 
Heretickes, Or, let atty one define what 
Digbelieyers may be guilty , hee (hall ey- 
ther conclude thele Disbelievers Þ (peake of, 
or elſc acknowledge that there neyer have 
been any. 

l, 22, 

n@ | _ Againe, it may bee urged , that if the 
Belicte be ſuppoſed probably true , then the 
C denyall is alſs Probable, then not damnable, 

T ay the Bcliefe is not only probably prse 
ved; but out of the undeniable Probubili. 
c ty, ] ſkewitis ſufficient to preye the Be- 
” liefe ſecure, which cannet bee in the Diſc 
beliefe, though it be ſuppoſed to have Pro- 


*” | bability of arguments. 

The difference is, becauſe in the things 
*'© | believed, there appeareth no butt, and in 
cs F caſe they bee miſtaken, Probability may ju* 
© | Kifie their conſent, eſpecially appearing grea- 
9 | ter then the contrary. 

wy C 3 But 
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& [But Disbclieving upen probable ſeeming 

| runes and what Heritique did not thinke 

had ; rebable grounds ? ) leayeth the dil- 

believer in certaine danger of detiying Chriſt 
kis Word. 

Firft, becauſe his danger is certaine, in 
the fame degree, as the Belief is ſuppoſed 

robably proved : but the Beliefs maniteft- 
by ſuppoled to bec, at leaſt, Probably pro- 
ved, 

T berefore the Dibilivers danger ts ma- 
uifeſt. 
Ya will dey the firft Prepoſition ; be- 0 
cauſe GOD obligeth us net to the Belicte of .| 
controverted Points, though the one fide bee 
true; bur you muſt conſider , who they be 
that breed the Controverfie, and againſt | 
what Authority ; For if every thing that is 
controverted , is not obligatory , it may be 
proved wee are obliged to believe (carce any 
thing : Or, can it be imagined, that Cur1sT 
leaving fo ftrict a Command of Belicfe, 
would have the ex:cution of it, depend upon 
Probabilities of diſpute ? Manifeft it is, that | 
the Scriptures are hard, Manifeſt it is, hee left 
a Church to dire& us, manifeſt alſo, is his 
Command, Then manifeſt alſo it is , that 
private 


— 


— 
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private diſputes caauet diſcharge our obli-: 


ation to Belicf, Sec Numb. 15. 

Secondly , the Disbelicf is as certainly 
danverous , as it 15 Certainly not eyident 
( and more eyidence is required to free the 
disbclie'e frem danger then 13 neceflary to 
free the Belicfe) but the disbeliefe is certainly 
nos cyident ; Therefore, it 1s certainly dan= 
gerous, 

The firſt Prepolition is cleare ; for if 
there bee not eyidence, the contrary may 
be true, obliging to Belief : Thar allo the 
disbcliete 1s nor eyident, appearcth by its 
Novelty, Inconftancy , diſagreements ( for 
there 13 icarce any Poinc of Belief but ſome 
dizb-liever orother afſenteth ts it) agd ftroas 
oppelitien it hath, Neyrher can the want of 
evidence in the Articles belieyed warrant the 
disbel'cyers , who may ebſerye a greater 
probability for the Belict, elie whe could 
believe ? Or rather, who could be charged 
of Herefie ? However, it is without queſti- 
on, chat if Probability excuſe Disbelievers, 
much more it will juſtifie Believers ;: Whe 


[then would not be ſecure ? 


F 23+ 
It tolloyeth , that although Disþclievcrs 
C 2 fame 


4 [30] 
Frame to theraſelyes a probable judgement, 
yet their danger is certaine , becauſe the con- 
trary Belief is doubtleſic probably proved ; 
which ray Conyince them , that they leaye 
the ſecure Belief, wherein there can te no 
danger , and chooſe that part, where on 
CHRIs T's d:nunciation doth fall : and 
danger knowne breedeth an obligation to 2 
farther inquiry , and remoyeth tuch igne- 
ranhce , which alone can excuſe errour 1n 
Bcliete. 

It may bee replyed , that where there is 
Probability of the disbeliefe , it is not faul- 
Y; becaule then Gods word is not mani- 
cft , confequently no injury to God , not 
to belecye it. 

If Probability in disbeliefe excuſe frem 
fault, Jewes, Arians,&c. arc excuſed ; for 
they have a probability at leaſt, that is, an 
eſteeme and liking of their private grounds 
(in theif Judgements probable) and fince 
tuch Probabilities "may bee fund againſt a- 
fiy peint of Faith , fenc can beobliged to 

elicye, 

} comfeſle, that ſtanding in the Probability 
conceived , 2 man denyeth not te belicye 
Geds word, which thee be doth not knew 
0 


/ to bee his Word, if his Ighoratice bee in« 
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vincible ; yet becauſe hee cannot but know 
that the Beliefe is as probably propoſed, as 
Commanded , hee is obliged to a higher 
ſearch , which certainly will bring him to - 
more evidence of his danger and ecurity of 
that hjs Belicke, by obleryation of a grea- 
cer probability in the Belicfe , which bere- 


after Numb. 26, 27.and 30. ] will provets * * 


bee an invincible argument of Truth in point 
of Faith, 

Disbelievers finally flatter thamſelyes, 
that they believe GOD's word , and deny 
only what they find not contained in holy 
Scripture. 

Bur firſt, they muſt know what is Gods 
word , before they belieye it ; they take nor 
the way to know it, by interpreting Scrip- 
tures, according to private Judgement, but 


- by looking upon the rule God hath left to 


the world, 
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EY © 


A Rule « neceſſary to!ſhew what us | 
to bee Believed. i 


24. Itherto J have proved Beliefe (c- 
* Ok Ham Disbeliete dangerous, ſtay- 
Lge onely upon private Interpretation of 


cripture ; Prudence meving me to chooie 
that part , which is meſt remote from danger 
of Cur1sTs ſentence. 

Now tince the obligation of CunisrTs 
Command depends not upon Probabilities, &þ 
] will in theſe Differences ariling frem diyer- 
fity of Wit , ſhew a neceflicy of a common 
Rule, without which Experience ſheweth 
there 15 no agreement amongſt Chriſtians, no 
Conſtancy , no true Faith ; becaule reſolyed 
no higher than into private Judgement , 
which alone maketh Duhkelicte unexculable, 
though it have meycr ſo ſeemicg probability. 

God conmandeth a beliefte of his Word 
under paine of Damnation ; therefore muſt 
bee ſuppoſed to manifeſt to men , what is 
vis Word , otherwiſe how Can they be ob- 
ligedgo belieye it? 


But 
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But hee doth not manifeſt, which is his 
Word , cipecially in controyerted Points , 
by holy Scripture , or private Spirit ; there- 
fore ſome other rule muſt bee ſuppoſed. 

Priyate Spirit is not ſufficient, becauſe it is 
not uniyerlall, leading to Unity , but mul- 
tiplyed with Contradiction , not diſcernable 
amongſt ſo many dilagreeing Spirits , which 
is the true : and who can maintaine his own 
meaning,, only true g and the ret falle ? 

M oteover, a Rule is ſuppoſed a common 
and Secure direRion , clic ne Rule ; which 
with a private Spirit implyeth a contradicti- 
on ,: private Spirits being but private direQi- 
ons; and lo priyate, that it is net knowne 
wherein they agree; for to one it teacherh 
one point of Beliefe , and denyeth the reft ; 
To another it teacheth another Point, and 
denyeth the reſt; to a third it teacheth ano- 
ther, and likewiſe denycth the reft, &c. So 
that by ſome Spirit or ether, every poitit of 
Beliefe is taught , and eyery Point denyed : 
How then is it a Rule ? | 

Scripture allo is unſufhcient to declare its 
owne lence, as appeareth by the great difte- 
rence amongſt Interpreters left to their owne 
judgements , and contradiory Ran 
f:-- 4) 


[34] 
framed thereby ; when ſome muſt needs bee 
deceived of their ſo aflured Seni'c ; and who 
they are who can ſufficiently proye by Scrip- 
ture alone ? 

Ir is evident, that the preſumptuous con- 
fidence of the ſufficiency and cleemefle of 
Scriptures alone, hath cauſed thele experien- 
ced Confufions and will maintaine them , if 
It bee not layd aſide. 

And prodigious is the blindneſſe which 
feeth ut not, For one may truly {2y, there is 
nothing in the World , that more dividerh 
Schollers and Common-wealchs into mon- 
firous differences , then the ſenſe of Scrip- 
tures , left to private Judgements ; when c- 
yery mans judgement is. left free to gueſle 
what hee pleaſeth; that looking this way 
onely , no man can find any aſſurance of 
what we are to Belieye ; What wonder then, 
if wee haye ſo many contradiftery Doctors : 
Every one the fole true underſtander of 
Gods word ? Sole true impugner of Be- 
liefe ? Eyery one diſpreving one Articlc, 
and proving another ? Whence all Belietc 
is proved, and every Article diſproved by 
their unfallible Rule, an evident argument 


of the inſufficiency of this courſe , and that 


the 
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the Scripture doth not declare it ſelfe ; rhere« 
fore it can bee no Rule, to determine Col 
traditory Opinions of the ſenſe of the ſame, 
cenſcquently of it felfe , not ſufficient what 
is Gods word. | 


25. 

J declare it evidently ; for there is ſcarce 
aty point of Belicte, but ſome disbelieyer or 
other finds it im Scripture , then by their rule, 
they eyther prove all peints of Faith, or that 
Scripture is no Rule, For amongſt them 
they find out almoſt all wee believe, in 
their undoubred Rule ; yet looking upon one 
anothers diſagreements , they muſt fay, It is 
ne Rule : The ſame Scripture regulating to 
them every poigt of Belicte, and the fame 
regulating rheir disbelicte in all : Which of 
theſe ſhall the World follow ? 

Finally, Ir is as cleare , that reſting upon 
parga Imterpretatiens of holy Scripture no 

igh myſteric cat oblige to Belicfe ; becauſe 

being ſubjeRt to Controyerlies , Probability 
muſt bee ſuppoſed upon all ſides; and why 
not ih one as well as in ghother ? Then they 
dec not appeare Divine revelations , conſe- 
quently” they oblige not to Belicfe, if then 
probable arguments againſt Beliefe be ſuſh- 
cient 


[36] 
cieat to excuſe the Disbeliefe , all dishelicke 
3s exculable, conſequently no Faith ebli- 
th ; another Rule che is neceſſary, 
| Thetexts inducing to this confidence are 
weake : Tow ſhall not adde & Word, Dcut.4. 
Search the Scriptures, Joh. 5. Theſe things 
are written that you may Believe, Joh. 20. 
All Scriprute diyinely inipired is proficable : 
F hey prove as much againſt the Primitive 
Church , which doubtlefſe was an infalli- 
ble Rule, and could not ceale by the ac- 
ceſle of Scriprures. Neyther doe thele Places 
fay , that all is written which Cyur1s T 
raught, or that what is written is divine 
Scripture , or that ir 'needeth no Interpreter, 
eſpecially not a Church , but a priyate Spi- 
rit onely. 

But now. wee ſeaane to deny with the ſame 
danger. 
| Wee deny not any ſuſhciency @n the part 
of holy Scripture for it is the undoubred 
Word of GOD , left. to the interpretation 
of his Church. But only we deuy the ſufh- 
ciency of our utmangerly Judgements that 
preſume too high, 

A Rule then is neceſſary te fulfall Gods 
Command , fince hee doth not command a 
þying 


[37] 
ſaying, Beliefe, and leaye us fo ' utaſſured 
of his Word. 


WIS. 29, 


The enely unfallible Rule to kyow 
Gods word, 


26, TS the Church holy, Apoſtolicall, not 

hindered in her Continuance, nor dil- 
proved in her Do&rine, which 'remaineth 
incorrupt , Though the gates of Hel] (as was 
fore-told ) breath forth malice ar all tnmes 
againſt it. 

Of this the holy Scripture giveth cleare 
teftimony, Math. wlt. Teach all Nations, 
behold 7 ano with you every day even to the 
end of the World. 

Math, 18.19. If bee ſhall net beare the 
Church . let bim bee to thes 45 a Heathen 
and Publican. 

Luk. 10.16. Hee that heareth you. hrareth 
wee, and bee that comtereneth you contemoneth 
EE. 

Beſides, the Church is called, Math. 5. The 
light of the World, Timm. 3.15. A pillar and 
firmament of Trath, Theſe texts ſufficiently 
prove a living and infallible Rule. : 
Then 
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Then you will ſay , The Scripture is the 

Rule whereby to know the Church , conſe- 

guently the onely rule of all Belicfe, 

True it is, The Church and Scripture 
ive mutuall cyidence of ehe another : yet 
the firft Rule by which wee knew both 
Scripture and the ſenſe thercof, is encly the 
Church : How then doe wee knew the 
Church ? 

As the Apeſiles and Diſciples knew 
CurrsT, by the Teſtimonies, from God 
of his Miſſion ; and as ſucceeding Ages knew 
their Predeccflors eyentill this time, by the 
providence of God , without interruptien, 
meyer diſproycd ; otherwiſe there cap be no 
true ſenſe made of CurisTs Promiſes of 
teaching all Nations , of being with it every 
day to the conſummatien of the World ; of 
all being obliged te hcare it ; of being 2 
firmament of Truth and light of the werld. 
Thas were there mo Scripture ; 8s CurIsrT 
was, and his Primitive Church was ; ſe 
likewiſe in their Succefſours, the ſame 
Church, eyen till the Worlds end, is an 
infallible Rule to know what is to bee Be- 
lieved, uncill it be eyidently proved 3 what 
Age firſt began to conſpue againſt their 

Teachers, 


— —O—— — —— 


[39] 


Teachers, by deviling damnable Errours, 
hard eyen to reaſon and ſenſe, withour en. - 
counterins afiy publique Oppoſers, even 
till cheſc laſt Hundred yeares, or thereabout ; 
and without this Church wee could net be 
aſſured of holy Scriptures. 

Certainly there is not any greater proofe 
' of Gods word , ner fhcew of his Providence, 
nor clearer mcanes to diſcide Controverſies, 
than the believing Church wee ſpeake of. 

What Authority can compare with it! 
the Digbelievers only becauſe 1t confounded 
their hardneſle of Belicf, were ferccd to that 
poore ſhift of adhering to 2 Church in- 
vihble. 

If this bee tot cyident, yet it is manifeſt 
that there is no motive of disbeliefe compa=- 
rable to it. Sce Numb. 3.26. Hence ] prove 
the Church to bee the onely unfallible Rule 
whereby to know what 1s to be believcd. 
GOD commanding Belict under paine of 
dampation , muft bee ſuppoſed te declare 
ſufficiently what is ro be believed : Bur if 
the Church bee not a ſufficient rule , GOD 
doth not ſufficiently declare to the world 
what is to bee believed : Therefere we muſt 
confefſe the Church to be the ſufficient Rule 
conſequently infallible. The 
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The firft Propoſition is undoubted. The © 


ſecond evident , ] have-ſherved Chaprer 10, 
That the Scripture 1s no ſufficient Rule to de- 
termine the ſenſe thereof , private Spirit is 
alſo uncertaine and not knowne , as ] ſhew- 
ed, Nawb.:4. It followeth then, that ey- 
ther the Church muſt bee the Rule , or thar 
we have norule. 

Morcover, who will have the Scripture 
the rule, meanc, as it is interprered by 
. ,*, themſclyes, not as it is Interpreted by tic 

_ +». Church. 
I aske them? Doththeir wit lead them 
to the true Senſe ? Orthe bare Word ? Or, 
both ? If the firſt, then their Wit is the rule : 


If the ſecond , why doth not the bare Word 


regulate all ſincere underſtandings, er how 
could the whole auntient Church be (o blind, 
as het to ſee it, if it erred as Disbclievers 
ſuppoſe ? If both; J aske againe : Whe- 
ther the Authority of ſome 1n this laſt Age 
diſagreeing in their pretended Rule , and 
oranting it te teach almoſt every particular 
Do&rine they deny , can bee prudently c- 
eemed comparable to the conſent ef an An- 


tient Church, interpreting Scriptures uni- 


formly , never yct evidently diſproved, nor 
queſtio- | 


7 | 


J | flfe, indued with ſuch marks and tokens of 


' 


' 


thecontrary Errour to be propoſed with grea- 
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ueſtioned for difſenting from the Primitive, 
till of late, 


27. 
Hence againe, } prove the Church the 


enely Rule whereby wee know what # tobe 
Believed. 


Hat muſt be ſuppoſed to be the Rule, FE 
which is the mott probable Propoſall ; F2 eat 
but the Church is the more probable propo= 44 © 4 
{all ; Therefore it is the Rule. Ca od 


1 
The firſt Propelition is manifeſt , for where Y<, G 
GOD commands Belief , hee cannat permit 


ter Probabilitie. 

Thar the Church is the mere probable Pro- 
polall, hath all proofes, except only its Ad- 
verſaries denyall : what Authoricy, SanQti- 
ty, Antiquity, extent, and Unity. is compa- 
rable to ut ? | 

If you aske here , whether the Wit of men 
bee the rule in the Church , ] anſwer, That 
the Church guided þy the Spiric of G O D, 
is the rule. 

How doe ] know this ? By the Church it 
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Gods preſence in it, that prudently } catnot 
doubt it. Sce Numb. $. 


The Jewes Law was to continue bur 
untill the Comming of the ME s$S1As, 
yer in 'reſpet of the grcat Authority there- 
of, CyRisT hcld them cxcuſable ad- 
hering ro their Law , and deny! no him clte 
to bee the Meſſias ; had hee not wrought 
iuch Miracles, as go man eyer wrought, 


No wonder then, it the Church be a rule 
to Chriſtian beliefe , uncill God worke Mi- 
racles to dilprove It. 

And of what nature had they need to 
bee ? 

Dsbelicyers will tell you; They are the 
Church. 

The new Church of -Disbeliefe , not the 
auntient bclievirs Church : They cannot 
bee of the Church , and by Disbelievi ing 
fight againkt the Chu irxch , which con iſterh 
of Boliey ers. 


, Their firſt and onely .contention with rhe 
Church- was becau'e it Believed , and they 
could not underftand how, Yet they could 


never proye, when the Church firſt wer 
ic 


ot 
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ſed that Beliefe ; wherefore leaving it, they © 
lett alſo rhe Primitive Church, though; is 
words onely, they pretend to follow 


4 It, 


Securely and prudently ſuch a Rule is be- 
lieved, with danger denyed ; mavegre all 
ſhew of Realon to t:e contrary , ſince it can 


ee but in ſhew Probable, 


9 — — 


CHAP, 13. 


Hee that leaveth this Rule is in 
evident Aanger. 


238, JF Tf cannot bee denyed , but that it is 

Prudence torely on-luch a Church, 
belieying it, racher then-any private Wits or 
reaſon denying ; therefore Secure, 

It is evident allo , that there is no ether 
Rule, as ] ſhewed Chapter 10, Then to fore 
lake this Rule is to runne into danger of er=- 
| rours in Belicte , this allo is proyed, Numb. 
& - 
You fay, the Church hath erred ; there- 
fore is not to bee looked upon as a Rule. 
"0 8 W hat 
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What the ? Are you ſure none will ay, 
that the Scriptures haye been corrupted ? 
Grant they have not, yet who can bee a(- 
ſured , that hee only underftandeth them ? 


pw , 


In the Church proteted byCumris rt, 
you will ſuppoſe Errours without / proote ; 
becauſe you will haye no Rule te containe 
your judgement within the bonds of Humi- 
lity , but you can produce no cyident proofe 
as you muſt confefle, 

Yeur calling fome Scriptures in queſtion, 
your Interpretations of others , your queſti= 
ons haw ? Your moderne diſagreeing Do- 
Aors, your obſcurities out of Antiquity, 
which is all you can bring ; are but the 
fruits of Wit, and argue even in your owne 
Judgements , but a Probability againſt the 
former received Articles, inyinCcibly credi. 


ble. 

Firſt, Becauſe the auntieat and one- 
by kneowne Church bath conſtantly pro- 
ved them , by an VUntforme 1nterpreta- 
t10n of boly Scriptures , more prevalent 
than any new Authoritie cen bes to the 


congrary, 
7 Second! Y 
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$ ſible but it would have beene Recorded 


| terpreted by the (ame Church, as af 
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| kc | 
Secondly, 1f they were deviſed ſince 
the Primitive Church it # not poſ- 


. { 4 
© 4 F 
"*. 


by many , or ſome attient Writers : 
They being «Articles, hard and of high- 


£it concernment. 


3« 
Thirdly, why ſhall the judgement 
of @ few Denyers condemne 4 Beliefe., 
delivered by the ſame Scriptare_s, in- 


other Articles wereL. 
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29. 


B* theſe Proofes well potdered , thoſe 
ſuppoſed Errours will appeare objects 
of a Chriſtian belicfe inyincibly Prudent, 
and they eyidently credible : Firft declared, 
not by a Parliament, but by Generall 
Councels , not in one Kingdome but in ma- 
ny ; not by a few diſ-agreeing , but by a 
Conlonant yoyce throughout all Parts. and 

D 3 | times 


[46] 
- times of the Chriſtian world ; what more 

| ines of > Then no Errours , then no 

markes of an apoſtating Church, 

{ The Church then remaines a Rule, this 

is at leaſt Probable ; then dangerous to for- 


CHRIST. 
30. 


Ecauſe all that will not Believe what 
moſt prudencly appeareth to bee 
CaurrsTs word, are in danger of de- 
nying CyurIsST's word. 

Burt ſuch are the forſakers of this Rule ; 
therefore they are in danger, &c, 

The major is proved ; becauſe CnRisT 
canniot bee ſuppoſed to command Beliete, 
and permit the moſt prudent motives te 
Errour. 

The minor is certaine ; becauſe the for- 
fakers of this Rule have no ether, nor 
Church anticater then themſelves ; to war- 
rant their Inventions. | 

The Church then remaineth” not mahi- 
feſtly' blemiſhed ; then not convinced to 
dif from the Primitive ; Then the onely 

Cathy» 


h fake it; Leaſt hee that liateth it, haceth 


. Co 


- man to blemiſh it by them, 


| 7 OY 
[47] 8: hy 
Catholique , then the deliverer of*GOIrs: + 
Word , then a Secure rule ; dangerous then 
to forlake it. 
If all this bee not evident ; it is at leaſt 
Probably proyed , and free from harme. 
Securely then believed , dangerouſly de- 
nyed ; Since the authority of the Church 
muft appeare more prevalent to juftifie thoſe 
Articles ( pretended Errours ) then, Wit of 


T he Concluſton, 


5 


Hus lave I ſhewed the Securitie 

of Believers ptcbably , at leaſt, 
conformable to Cunisrs word : 
The danger alſo of Disbelievers, con- 
temning the Authority of an antient 
Church , and as yet not convited of 
Corruption in Fairh, nor ſo much as 


charged by ay authority greater than 
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And it ſelfe; but ſuch as regenerate by her 
Mm Curisr , did forſake her for 


* ſolute neceflity of ſome living Rules : 
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liberty of life- and Belicf. Hee that 
diſpiſeth it. diſpifeth C unnrsr:| 
VV ho will not heare the Church, let | 
him bee reputed as a Heathen and a | 
Publican. And choofing the disbelie- 
ving part out of ſeeming Reaſons, ex- 
poſing themſelves to needlefle danger 
of that Sentence, who will not believe 
ſhall bee condemned. For if the con- 
trary Belicte muſt bee ſuppoſed, at the 
leaſt, Probable , then the Disbeliefe 
may beea faulty denyall of Cur1s rs 
word; conſequently , ir may deſerve 
damnation. This is evident to rea- 
ſon. 

Moreover, fince G O D hath com- 
manded a beliefe of his Goſpell , I 
have ſhewed by Reaſon and evident 
Experience of the infinite contradi&i- 
on of Interpreters, left to their owne 
private judgements or Spirits, an ab- 
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and thar no other can bee imagitied 
than the Antient, believing , undfs 
proved Church, againſt which all 
Arguments that wit can produce z if 
they be not clecriy evidert,ard beyond 


| the degree of Probability (to which 


| purpoſe it will bee neceſſary to dif- 
| prove eyidently all the proofes the 
Faid Church bath ) they are nnſufh- 
Chacch , declaring and proving the 
| contrary ever ſince the firſt In{litutig 

. | on thereof. | 
V ho then ſeeth not, bow nach it 
| concerneth a Chriſtian not raſhly ro 
deny what 1s delivered by an antient 

Church > 

Vpon true belieſe Gods favour de- 
pendeth , on this Erernall welfare ; 
| wee expect but one Death , one zrre- 


; vocable Indgement , one eternity of 


. | Happineſſe, or Miſery : This is the 
effe& of Dizbelicf - That is rromiſed 
to Believers, 
þ , D 5 
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| Cient to overthrow an antient received 
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FE -Sha'l a Chriftian adveriture upon 
© fuchextremitics with ſeeming Proba- 
© bilities, and leave Security > Beliefe 
ts ſecure voyd of harme. But to Diſ- 
believers it is ſaid , VV ho will not be- 
lieve ſhall bee damn-d. 

Grevitrr peceat ( ſaith St, Auguſt, 
cap. de Beppe.) quit tn rebus ad Salu- ' 
rem anime pertinentibus cert incerts 
prepenis, Heavie is his finne who in 
matters concerning the ſafety of his 
$ Soule, preferreth uncertaine | 

meanes before 
certaine. 


Read and confider. 


Farewdll. 


Errata. 


Ourteous reader, beſides many ſlippes, 1 

"you in the 2, Epiſtle, line iy. te reade fer thi 
theſe. pag. 3.1. 9, for the, theſe. 3 the 11, leave & 
them, line 21. put 3n Secondly, p, 4, for fourth / 
rhizdly, &c, p, 7, for reNgious, religions, p, x2, 
8, for duly, daily, p, 12, 1, 2, for heartly, bearwy,p 
14, 1. .5-' read permanent, 1, xo, for 8. pus x8. 
151. 20, inſert two, before Cyeeds, p.rg, 5 I8, 
the read kce, P- I'9, I, I1 for 1s it, P- 20, T8. 
28, 24, p. 26, 1.8. for 12,21, pa.zy 1, 4, inſerty tf 
ſhew pa. 26, 1, 22, inſert wwe , p. 39, for (fe 
number, J, ang the 26 ) ſce numz3s, PR845, LT 
pur our firſts 3 


